
 
 
 
 

 
Community Relations Plan 

U.S. EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant 
Oregon Brownfield Program 

Tony’s Building Property, The Dalles, Oregon 

Overview  

This Community Relations Plan (CRP) describes the City of The Dalles strategy to address any concerns of 
residents potentially affected by environmental remediation activities conducted at the Tony’s Building 
Property, located at 401-407 East 2nd Street, The Dalles, Oregon (Site).  The CRP also summarizes public 
notifications and community involvement which has occurred throughout the project. 

Spokesperson and Administrative Record  

The spokesperson for the project is Mr. Joshua Chandler, Interim Community Development Director and 
Columbia Gateway Urban Renewal Agency (CGURA), City of The Dalles.  The administrative record file is 
located at the address below and is available for public review during the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. on weekdays.  The administrative record file is maintained by Ms. Paula Webb.  Mr. Chandler and 
Ms. Webb may be contacted at: 

Address: 313 Court Street, The Dalles, OR 97058  
Email: CDD@ci.the-dalles.or.us 
Phone: (541) 296-5481 

If community members wish to review the administrative record after normal business hours, please 
contact the spokesperson to make arrangements.  

The administrative record file includes the following documents related to environmental assessment 
and remediation of the project site: 

• Community Relations Plan 
• Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
• Final UST Assessment Deliverable Memorandum 
• Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives 
 

Site Description and History 

Site Description 
The Site consists of two 0.14-acre tax parcels.  The western tax parcel (1N13E3BD-2300) is 100% 
occupied by a single-story building with basement constructed prior to 1900. The eastern parcel 
(1N13E3BD-2200) is 90% occupied by a single-story building constructed prior to 1900, with an addition 
extending the building to the north in the late 1950s.  The northernmost approximately 15 feet of tax 
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parcel -2200 is an asphalt-paved lot used for parking.  Both tax parcels are zoned Central Business 
Commercial (CBC-2). 

Site History 
The Site was first developed for commercial use prior to 1884.  Site improvements were destroyed by 
fire in 1891.  By 1900, the western tax lot was 100% occupied by a commercial building and the eastern 
tax lot approximately 40% occupied by retail storefronts along East 2nd Street.  By 1960, the Site was 
developed in its present-day configuration.  Tony’s Town & Country Clothing occupied the Site from 
approximately 1968 until 2016.  The City of The Dalles CGURA acquired the Site in June of 2016. 

Site Redevelopment Plans 

Mixed use with retail, restaurant, or office on the ground floor with housing units above.  To facilitate 
Site redevelopment, the CGURA intends to demolish the existing buildings (studies have shown that the 
reuse of the existing buildings is not financially viable based upon their condition) creating a 
redevelopment ready lot.  CGURA will obtain funding (both grants and loans) for building demolition, 
including asbestos abatement prior to building demolition from the State of Oregon Brownfield 
Redevelopment Program. 

The CGURA will then select a private redevelopment partner through a competitive request for proposal 
process who will invest private capital into Site redevelopment.  Proceeds from the sale of the Site will 
be used to pay back any Brownfield Redevelopment Program loans. 

Community Support for Project 

Discussions regarding the demolition of the building have occurred between City Staff, CGURA, and the 
City’s Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) since early 2021. There has been a shared interest 
throughout the community in providing more options for new downtown housing in the City.  

The HLC approved the building demolition unanimously at the August 2021. Since that time, regular 
updates/discussions regarding the demolition process have occurred at monthly CGURA with the 
consensus wanting to see continued progress. Meeting minutes are available on the City’s website.  

Continued Community Involvement 

It is the City of The Dalles intent to continue to engage with the community as the project progresses.  
This will include soliciting community input regarding the details of Site redevelopment. 

A public notice will be published in the local newspaper regarding the status of proposed environmental 
mitigation and utilization of EPA Brownfield Cleanup funds.  The public notice will request public 
comment.  This document will be included in the administrative record file.  The City of The Dalles will 
maintain the administrative record file to reflect the status of the cleanup, public comments, response 
to public comments, and other significant decisions regarding Site environmental remediation. 

 


